
CIRCU S  M A X I M U S

THE FUTURE
IS NOW?

We gave futurist Kristina Dry!a a list 
of futuristic scenarios from "lms and 
asked how plausible they were. Look, 

don’t expct to get with a Nexus-6 basic 
pleasure model any time soon

Viruses that a!ect 
the world, or a 

large portion of it, 
to a devastating 
degree, as seen 

in Contagion, 
Children of Men, 

28 Days Later.

Stephen Hawking recently said 
sustainable space station life 
could be the key to mankind’s 
survival. This reflects the societal 
preoccupation with the 
environment, coupled with an 
increase in space exploration. 
This type of film also taps into a 
thirst for new frontiers – in this 
case very much removed from 
the current culture of Earth – so 

of course the new frontiers of 
space provide an idealised 
solution. Also, space tourism is 
growing, with private companies 
moving into the cosmos on a 
global level e.g. Virgin Galactic. 
On another level, when I lived in 
NYC years ago there was a 
design exhibition titled Design 
For the Other 90%, which has 
now morphed into Design With 

the Other 90% , and the recent 
news that 85 of the richest 
people are as wealthy as the 
poorest half of the world focuses 
our attention on what could 
happen if the one per cent’s 
power remains unchecked. More 
commentary on the social 
situation can be seen in the film 
A Day Without a Mexican [a 
satirical look at the impacts of 

what would happen if all the 
Mexicans were removed from 
California]. Too often we only 
view the world through Western 
eyes, so any blanket statement 
about what is/isn’t possible is 
flawed. Far more interesting is 
what the role of government will 
be in the future and what we 
should and can do about the 
oppression that exists today.

There are more plans being put in 
place for bio-disaster recovery 
(government agencies role-playing 
simulation experiments, for instance), 
sparked largely by the huge outcry 
over the social disruption caused  
by Hurricane Katrina. Most health 
experts predict an epidemic similar  
to that in Contagion to occur as 
global travel, migration of human  
and animal populations, and 
dependence on inter-related 
worldwide food chains increases.

SEPARATE COMMUNITIES FOR RICH AND POOR, AS SEEN IN ELYSIUM. THIS ALREADY 
HAPPENS BUT THE FILM TAKES IT TO AN EXTREME DEGREE, WHERE THE RICH LIVE  

ON THEIR OWN PLANET, WHILE THE POOR REMAIN ON A SQUALID EARTH.

The
Prediction

Some 
suspected  

a virus, 
while others 
blamed her 
husband’s 

music
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There’s a new field of predictive 
policing – not predicting single 
instances of crime but 
developing aggregate accounts 
through intelligent forecasting 
i.e. anticipating criminal trends.  
In the future, criminals will be 
tracked by sophisticated 
algorithms that monitor Internet 
activity and drones* will be used 
to track potential offenders  
(as well as deployed in riot 
situations). Crowdsourcing will 
also be relied upon to acquire 

more data. *The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) estimates 
that as many as 30,000 UAVs 
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) will 
be flying in US airspace by 2020.

There’s the Uncanny Valley phenomenon 
[as robots acquire more human-like features 
they give us a creepy feeling], so designers 
currently try to avoid the problem by making 
them less human and more robot-like. 
Non-verbal communication is a huge part 
of human interactions, so only when robots 
can display these emotions could human-
machine interactions seem natural.

As the role of technology in 
our lives continues to grow, 
so does our desire for human 
advancement. There’s the 
want to eliminate disease 
and live longer, and a rise 
in genetics companies that 
identify mutation carriers 
before conception, but 
to me this all re#ects the 
human desire to control 
experiences and not place 
ourselves in the line of 
chance/fate. There are 
also test-tube versions of 
certain organs being grown, 
like the arti"cial human ear 
engineered in Massachuse$s 
General Hospital last July, 
but I see this issue playing 
out more socially. This is 
illustrated in books like Amy 
Chua’s Tiger Mom [a parent 
characterised by “extremely 
high expectations, high 
discipline, and de"nitely 
unconditional love”, as Chua 
stated in a recent interview 
with CNN] and her new 
book The Triple Package 
[exploring the traits that lead 
to certain cultural groups 
succeeding and others 
failing], as well as other 
trends like Overscheduled 
Kids and Helicopter  
Parents [those who are 
overly involved in the life  
of their child i.e. hovering 
over them like a helicopter].

ROBOTS THAT ARE SELF%AWARE AND “MORE HUMAN THAN 
HUMAN”, AS SEEN IN BLADE RUNNER AND TERMINATOR. 

THE FUTURE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT, AS SEEN IN MINORITY 
REPORT, WHERE MUTANT HUMANS USE POWERS OF 

PREDICTION TO FORESEE CRIMES. WILL WE EVER BE ABLE 
TO ‘PREDICT’ PERPETRATORS USING, SAY, DNA DATA?

Robots have 
computational 
power but don’t 
have emotions, 
intuitions, or  
cross-referencing  
abilities. The late 
psychologist Stuart 
Sutherland said  
he’d accept that a 
computer was 
conscious only when 
it ran off with his 
wife! The concern is 
not whether an 
artificial system can 
pass the Turing Test 
[can an impartial 
observer distinguish 
the responses of a 
human versus a 

machine?], which 
would indicate that 
computers are 
becoming more like 
humans, but rather 
that humans  
start acting like 
computers. British 
scientist Susan 
Greenfield summed 
up this humans-
thinking-like-
computers issue at  
a lecture I attended, 
where she said,  
“We think in a 
plodding, algorithmic 
way; thinking only in 
fixed options – in a 
literal way – like a 
Word document.”

Changing 
dynamics 
between 

humans and 
operating 
systems/
robots, as 

seen in Her 
and A.I.

EUGENICS, 
WHEREBY THE 

‘BEST’ QUALITIES 
FROM EACH 
PARENT ARE 
TAKEN AND 

PROGRAMMED 
INTO THE CHILD, 

AS SEEN IN 
GATTACA.

I really 
hope you 
aren’t a  

Leg Man...

He can’t dance 
like Travolta in 
Pulp Fiction, 
so why bear 

his child?

She just saw the 
future assault we 

committed on  
the toilet
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